


Helpful Foaling Facts

With spring on the way, some of you \When to seek help

will be expecting foals. If you have a € If the soles of the feet are pointing upwards ... this
mare that is due, there are some key indicates that the foal is upside down

facts that are important to know. €If the front feet are out as far as the mid-cannon
without the head appearing

€The length of pregnancy for a mare is 340 days (11 ) )
£ If the head has appeared without any sign of the feet

mths), however many mares will foal earlier from abou
320 days while others will foal closer to 360 days. € If the foal is not delivered in approximately 30min

€ The mare may remain standing or may lie down to foal,from when the ammorl aPpearS .

€ During a normal delivery, a volume of blood-tinged € A VerY rare presentation is where a red +bagZ appears
" uid will be expelled followed by a transparent bag of on its own with no foal. This indicates placental
" uid, called the amnion. The forelimbs and the head ~ Separation and requires immediate attention.
will then appear. The soles of the feet are usually The good news is that 95% of foalings proceed
pointing downwards and should NOT be pointing without any complications. As for the other
upwards. 5%, major problems are rare. It is important to

€ Once the amnion has appeared the foal should be  vaccinate the mare against tetanus 4 - 6 weeks prio
delivered within about 30 minutes. It is worth checkingg foaling so that antibodies are present in the
the time if you are watching a mare foal as it aways  co|ostrum for the foal. If she is not vaccinated then

feels longer than it is! ) B both the mare and foal should be given tetanus
€ Once the foal has been delivered the umbilical cord antitoxin after foaling.

should be allowed to tear naturally on its own.
€ The foal usually clears any membranes from its head Please DO NOT HESITATE TO CALL US
easily; if not then you can help. ADVANCE to discuss your arrangements for a mar
€ Spray the navel with an iodine-based disinfectant ~ in foal. Itis far better to plan ahead rather thast*
within a couple of hours of delivery. discuss your mare when you have a crisis.

A

Mad Hatters Pet Picniqi

On Saturday the 19th November, we held a Mad Hatters Pet
Picnic at Tauranga Vets. Check out the photos on our website

Buy Now And Pay
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See us for details

PURCHASE SELECTED MERIAL ANCARE
PRODUCTS DURING THIS FESTIVE
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Flystrike!

(@ ) Flystrike Prevention in sheep:

! Eggs laid beneath the tip of the
" eece hatch within 24 hours.
Moisture and nutrients from
serum, faeces, urine etc help the stages of
larvae survive.
The second stages have mouthparts and

abrade the skin. Mild strikes can cause rapid
loss of condition, bad strikes can be fatal.

Behaviour of sheep is a good indicator of
*"ystrikee. A depressed animal with their
heads down, inappetance and discomfort
evidenced by repeated attempts to bite the
rarea is a clue ystrikes has occurred.

Warmer humid weather, unburied carcasses,
mud/faeces etc can attract a population of

" ies to breed and pose a risk to neighbouring
animals.

II\érutching and complete shearing, along with

ecomplete internal parasite control drenching
helps avoid the risk too- but in this Western
Bay region chemical control with prevention
compounds is a mainstay of good husbandry.

At this time of year a six-eight weekly
prevention pour-on is suitable for small
numbers of sheep (we hire it out from each
clinic). An ¢Insect Growth Regulator *(IGR) is
all that is safely necessary. Hand wands or
jetting for larger numbers or plunge dips/
shower jets are other alternatives for large
commercial enterprises.

If an animal is struck - clipping, cleaning and
dressing the area with a product that has
insecticide properties and antibiotics are

necessary. We recommend products that
have a prevention IGR component and an
instant knockdown insecticidal activity.

Source:Countrywide

€ Examine bulls for lameness and
serving ability

€ Book early Pregnancy testing in
February

€ Treat all household pets foeas

€ Herd testing for mastitis

€ Watch for herd
EINENERS

taurangavets@getvets.co.nz
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