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Tauranga Vets Assist in Cleanup

Our veterinary nurses in Tauranga have been
assisting  the Wildlife Response Team (made
up of Massey University Veterinarians, DOC,
etc etc??) to save the endangered wildlife and
rehabilitate them.

Our veterinary nurses have given their personal
time and company time for sourcing and
coordinating products for the Wildlife Response
Team ranging from Canola Oil (500 litres!! for
washing birds covered in oil) to specialised drugs

We are supporting a nationwide
screening campaign taking place this
X | November as part of Pet Diabetes

( Month, a new worldwide initiative

to raise the awareness of the disease and find the

missing millions of pets who are undiagnosed.

As part of the campaign we will be providing free
urine test strips for you to check your dog or cat
at home.

You will simply need to dip the test strip in your
pet’s urine to indicate a positive or negative
result. If a positive result is recorded, bring your

for the restraint/sedation of the fur seals. In
addition apparatus for oxygen resuscitation has
been gathered also.

Many veterinary supply companies have assisted
quickly and even donated the products free.

A few local businesses — Table Pride, Payless
Plastics, Pak n Save and Gilmours, We have
appreciated their help to help the Wildlife
Response Team establish so quickly in Tauranga.

pet into the practice for a blood test to confirm
the diagnosis.

As with many diseases, early diagnosis is
important. Signs that your pet may be at risk of
diabetes include urinating too much, drinking
too much water, weight loss despite an increased
appetite, and lethargy. If it is left untreated, the
condition can lead to death but with the correct
insulin therapy and diet, diabetic pets can lead a
long and healthy life.

If you require any further information, please
give us a call.

Mud Fever

Winter and early spring is the
time of year for mud fever. This
is a skin infection caused by an
organism called Dermatophilus
congolensis which lives in the soil. In
winter, the skin is softened by rain and mud.
Continual wetting and drying causes the skin
to chap and allows the bacteria to enter.
Muddy conditions are not always necessary;
wounds or grazes can also allow the bacteria
to penetrate.

Symptoms

Mud fever is recognized by scabs, a crusty
exudate, and matted hair. It is usually seen
around the coronet, heels and pastern,
although scabs may form anywhere. It is
more common on white legs with pink skin.
In severe cases it can cause the legs to swell
up and the horse may become lame.

Treatment

Treatment of mud fever must be vigorous
and immediate. It is important to remove
all scabs and exudate as these harbour
the bacteria. Removing the scabs can be
uncomfortable for a horse, so it helps to
first soften the scabs with warm soapy water
and then clean down to pink healthy skin
using a dilute antiseptic solution such as
iodine wash or Malaseb shampoo. In severe
cases, poulticing may be required to soften
the scabs. Afterwards ensure that the leg is
thoroughly dried. Once dried, an antibiotic
cream such as Bioderm should be applied
twice daily. The scabs and crusts will reform
rapidly therefore it will be necessary to
repeat the antiseptic wash daily until the legs
are completely healed. If the leg becomes
swollen or the horse becomes lame, then
veterinary attention is needed. Severe cases
may require a course of antibiotics and anti-
inflammatories.

Prevention

Allowing the legs to dry after exercise,
followed by brushing off any mud appears
to be the best management practice. If your
horse acquires minor scabs on the legs, a
close watch should be kept to ensure that
they do not develop into mud fever. This
condition is much easier to treat if it is
recognised early!
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Bulls & Reducing Lameness

Stop Press!

Reducing Bull Lameness is Critical for Successful Mating!

During mating time when bulls are running with the herd, bull lameness can be a common
occurrence. Ensuring your bulls remain fit and functioning is a prerequisite to a successful
mating plan, so it is important that you manage our bulls well.

Bulls not only become lame due to the same physical factors that affect the rest of the herd, but also
they are at more risk of injury from riding cows and fighting with other bulls.

Tips to reduce bull lameness during mating:

» Minimise walking distances — bulls are not used to
walking long distances on dairy track surfaces.

» Minimise disruption to cow flow — when bulls
come to the shed with the cows they can cause
problems on the tracks and in the yards by
disrupting cow flow, this not only causes lame
bulls but also lame cows!

Train bulls to remain in the paddock — keep bulls
back in the paddock and move them directly to
their next paddock. Do not take them through the
yards and dairy shed.

 If bulls are not cut at the paddock do not leave
them in the yard with the cows during milking —
cut bulls out once they reach the yard and allow
them to walk back to their next paddock.

Use reflective paint on the bulls to make them
easy to identify — training bulls can be difficult in
the dark mornings, reflective paint makes them
easy to see with bike lights or torches.

Have patience — It can take a few mornings to
teach the bulls not to come in with the cows, but
perseverance will pay off.

Ensure you have enough bulls — You need to rotate
bulls frequently to avoid lameness and speed up
the recovery of injured animals. Have one bull per
30 cycling cows in the herd on any day.

If you do get lame bulls, they are generally more
dangerous to treat than cows — it is sensible to ask
for professional help to treat these animals.

Introductory Otker

- time to treat calves now

- Combination albendazole and leva

L 519990
5 litres

Dual combinatio

misole based drench

n oral drench for cattle and sheep -

$295.80
5 litres

)
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Update on Salmonellosis
outbreaks in Dairy herds.
Many clients are asking
about the outbreaks of herd
salmonellosis in the South Waikato-Central
Plateau dairy herds. At present we have
had no positive faecal cultures of the main
causative organism Salmonella typhimurium
in the Western Bay of Plenty- which our
practice geographically covers. An isolated
outbreak has been identified in reared beef
calves on the other hand.

The typical presentation in adult dairy cows
is a sporadic disease with small numbers
of cows 1-3 and a high mortality rate if
untreated. What is unusual in recent times is
that in the documented outbreaks it appears
an explosive outbreak affecting upwards of
10% of the herd within 24 hours occurs. Cows
become sick, decreased milk production,
diarrhoeic  (foetid, bloody-brown and
watery), sunken eyes and temperatures
>39.5-40°C.

Early clinical diagnosis with supportive
laboratory cultures to confirm treatment
with antibiotics does reduce the mortality
rate from as high as 92%. Vaccination in the
early stages of an outbreak may assist or it
can act as a protection strategy.

What other factors to consider?

« Chronic carrier cows in herd harbour infection
(previous herd history of Salmonellosis)

» Wet-cold conditions favour seasonal
incidence of Winter-Spring

« Effluent spread on paddocks

» Contaminated water puddles/wet areas in
paddocks contaminated by faeces

« Feral/bird reservoirs

If you see cows with these symptoms contact

the clinic to get a veterinarian immediately.

Caroline Gordon has been working with
our practice since her graduation in
2009. We are delighted for Caroline to
successfully take up a 12 month equine
internship at an Equine practice. This will
further develop her equine skills that
many of our clients have already much
respect for.

We have thoroughly enjoyed her
contribution  within  our practice-
especially as our Te Puna clinic has
grown considerably with her input. We
wish her well for her future.

An announcement for a replacement
veterinarian will be made shortly.




